Application for Reception 

as a Congregation of the BC Synod – ELCIC
Congregation’s proposed name: _______________________________________________
Address: 
________________________________________



________________________________________



________________________________________ 

Date signed: 
________________________________________
The functions of a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada have been stated as:

a. Nurturing members in worship, learning, and in the development of their ministries.

b. Working together through faith active in love in, seeking justice and meeting human need in the local and wider human community.

c. Communicating the gospel to people within and outside of the church.

d. Participating in and supporting mission through the channels of the wider Christian community.

e. Agreeing upon ways and providing facilities and resources to further these functions.








(Canadian Mission Manual, section 6-1)

A. Mission and Vision Statements
[For the purposes of this document, a “Mission Statement” is defined as the over-arching expression of the church’s mission.  A “Vision Statement” speaks in broad terms of how that mission is to be lived out by identifying particular guiding principles, directions and priorities.  Other authors sometimes define these statements as “Vision and Goals.”]

Please attach a copy of your Mission and Vision statements.  
If you have not recently engaged in a “mission and visioning” process, please answer the following questions:

1. Describe what you consider to be your mission.

2. What is your comprehensive vision for this ministry?
B. Governance Documents

Enclose a copy of your proposed Constitution and Bylaws.
C. Ministry Areas
Please respond to the following questions regarding ministry areas:
1. Worship Life

· Describe your worship life. 
· What liturgies and other resources do you use for worship? 
· What is the average weekly worship attendance?
· What percentage of people attending are:
· under 18, 
· between 18 and 39,

· between 40 and 64, 
· 65 and older?
2. Christian Education

· Outline the Christian education opportunities that you provide on Sundays and during the week.  

· How many people attend adult studies on a weekly basis?

· Which curriculum do you use for Sunday School?  How many children currently participate?  Please provide numbers for the previous two years as well.

· How many young people are currently engaged in confirmation studies?  (Provide numbers for the previous two years.)
3. Mission and Outreach

· Describe your vision for mission and outreach.  
· What do you perceive to be opportunities in your context?
· What are you doing now to respond?  
· What are your plans for the coming years?

4. Social Justice Ministry

· What opportunities for social justice ministry do you perceive in your community?

· In what ways are you engaged in this at the present?

· What are your plans for the future?

5. Partnership in Ministry

· In what ways are you currently in partnership with and supporting the ministry of the wider church through its expression as the BC Synod and the ELCIC?
6. Financial Stewardship
· In what ways are you encouraging growth in financial stewardship among your people?

· Provide financial statements for the previous 3 years.
· Provide the proposed budget for this calendar year.
· Provide the following data:

· number of giving units
· average yearly donation per giving unit

· estimated average giving percentage level of all contributors (as a group; not individually)
7. Administration and Demographics
· How many people serve on your governing board and what are their positions?

· Provide the following data for 2010 and for the previous 3 years:

· number of adults in membership

· number of children in membership

· number of adults and children associated with but not members

· number of households in total membership
· percentage of people who live within a 5 km radius of the church and within a10 km radius?
8.  Additional questions regarding Ministry

· How well do the current activities and programs help you live out your mission?
· Please add other items that may be of interest to Synod Council with respect to your application.  

Name, address, e-mail, and phone numbers of persons completing this application form:

1. 
_______________________________________​​​​​__________


_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
2. 
_______________________________________​​​​​__________


_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
3. 
_______________________________________​​​​​__________


_________________________________________________


_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
